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The CABA Mission 

The Chesapeake Automotive Business Association is a not-for-profit 501(c)6 trade 
association of aftermarket businesses in Maryland, Delaware and Washington, DC. 
CABA is dedicated to the development of locally owned auto repair & tire service cen-
ters, their jobbers and the aftermarket professionals that supply them. The focus of 
CABA efforts are on programs and services that enhance our members’ competitive 
skills, lower their business operating expenses and help them attract, motivate & 
keep the best employees. In summary: CULTIVATING EXCELLENCE! 

March, 2015 

TIA  Lobby Day                                             The Sunoco Fleet Card Has Arrived! 

Our Facebook URL is http://www.facebook.com/cababiz1. 

This makes it easier for our “friends” and the world in general, to “like” us and to see 
what is going on. CABA board member Greg Weller has created our site and keeps it 
interesting with articles, photos and up-to-date information on all of CABA’s events. 
Likewise, members can, with one click, get an update on regional meetings, CABA 
events and more. There are quick links to the credit union and CABA-endorsed ser-
vice providers. Check us out! 

                                                      CABA on Facebook 

The Tire Industry Association hosted a 
Federal Lobby Day and six CABA mem-
bers participated.  
 

CABA members, TIA members and 
members of state associations from 
across the nation came to Washington, 
DC on February 5, 2015 to meet and 
speak directly with members of Con-
gress and Committee staff about pro-
posals that could impact our industry.  
 

The Federal Lobby Day included a 
luncheon with Congressional leaders 
including House Whip Steny Hoyer and 
Maryland Delegate John Delany, meet-
ings with members of Congress and 
Committee staff from the House Trans-
portation and Infrastructure Committee 
and Senate Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation Committee, followed by a 
reception on Capitol Hill.  
 

The focus of the day was the pending 
transportation funding bill, but other 
member-interests were covered as well. 
 

See pages 3 for a full report on the Lob-
by Day and its success. 

 

Now available to all CABA members, 
the Sunoco Fleet Card will offer CABA 
members a minimum of 2.25% rebate 
on Sunoco gas purchases. Depending 
on total Association member gas pur-
chases, the rebate could be as high as 
3%. This one card program will manage 
all your company’s fuel purchases. 
 
CABA members can sign up immedi-
ately for this program and begin saving 
on fuel costs for your fleet, regardless 
of size. 
 

 

Full details on page 9. 
 
 

 

http://www.facebook.com/cababiz1


Members Can Benefit: 
Savings, CDs & Loans 

New/Used Vehicles  
Including delivery trucks & 

Personal Loans  

For the latest savings and loan rates 

visit the credit union 

website at 

www.aftermarketcu.com 

Call about 2015 Christmas Club Accounts  

For more rates, call Pat Moog 

at 1-800-766-2292 

CABA is online at www.caba.biz & www.facebook.com/cababiz1 

 

www.carcare.org 
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CONTACT CABA FIRST FOR 

THESE BUSINESS NEEDS 

 

 

 Employee Retention Health Benefit 

 Maryland State Inspection forms 

 Vehicle & personal loans from AAEFCU 

 Shop Management Mitchell1 & Snap-On 

ShopKey 

 Identifix technical hotline 

 Technical education 

 Management education 

 Electricity & Gas group-buying service 

 Health Savings Accounts with AAEFCU 

 Waste recycling services 

 Custom-printed business forms 

 Stock business forms 

 Calendars 

 Plastic parts bags 

 Printer ribbons 

 Stickers (warranty, core, etc.) 

 Savings & Checking Accts with AAEFCU 

 Cash investment CDs from AAEFCU 

 Business Insurance 

 HR Management Services/Payroll 

 Check Guarantee 

 Credit Card Processing 

 Broadband Internet/Telecom 

 Website design/hosting 

 Uniform Rental 

 Mystery Shopping with Sales Training 

MEMBER NEWS is a regular feature of the CABA Newsletter intended to relate 
recent news about CABA companies & our local industry people particularly 
concerning awards, obituaries, mergers & personnel changes. Anyone with 
news should send it to sal@caba.biz. 
 
We send our condolences out to past president Doug Meekins of Brooks-Huff 
Tire & Auto, whose mother Margaret passed away in late February. The CABA 
staff has a special affinity for Doug for all he has done for the Association and 
we have him in our thoughts and prayers during his time of sorrow. 
 
CABA members are cordially invited to our neighboring states’ annual conven-
tions. The Virginia Automotive Association will be convening in Williamsburg, 
VA on April 24th, 25th and 26th. VAA has both a business-oriented meeting 
agenda and a trade show that are highly professional and value-added to every 
tire and service business. AASP-PA has also invited our members to attend 
their “Shop Survival Summit” convention and training program weekend, to be 
held in Lancaster, PA on May 1st-3rd. Like VAA, AASP-PA hosts a first-class 
program with trainers and speakers. 
 
For more information on each agenda and program, here is the contact infor-
mation for both Associations: 
 

 

Virginia Automotive Association     AASP-PA 

6126 Fox Haven Place                        2151 Greenwood Street 

Midlothian, VA 23112                          Harrisburg, PA 17104 

Toll Free: 800-488-2732                      717-564-8400 

Email: sakridge@vaauto.org               Email: jwalter@aasp-pa.org 

www.vaauto.org                                   www.aasp-pa.org 

 
 

Federally Insured by NCUA 

 

Employee Vacation Schedules Now Available 

2015 employee vacation schedules are now available. The calendar can be 
found on the CABA web site in the “Document Library.” The calendar is 11’ x 
17.” Should you need CABA to print your calendar, we will be glad to do so and 
mail it to you. 
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The Tire Industry Association hosted a Federal Lobby 
Day in Washington DC on February 5th. CABA members 
participated as part of the Maryland contingent.  
 

Members gathered on Capitol Hill to discuss transporta-
tion funding proposals with members of Congress and 
their staffs.  
 

The day began in the Cannon House Office Building 
where attendees were briefed on the day’s agenda and 
updated on the current status of the Highway Trust Fund 
by TIA Government Affairs Manager Roy Littlefield IV.  
 

Former Congressman Al Wynn (D-Md.) spoke on the 
importance of TIA members coming to Capitol Hill. The 
crowd was then briefed by two members of the National 
Republican Senatorial Committee on the goals and initia-
tives of the party, results of the most recent election, and 
predictions for 2016. Paula Calimafde, Executive Direc-
tor of the Small Business Legislative Council, gave an 
update on tax reform and tax extenders and answered 
numerous tax-related questions from the audience.  
 

TIA Executive Vice President Roy Littlefield reviewed the 
funding options for a long-term transportation bill and 
some of proposals being aimed at the tire industry which 
include: increasing the motor fuel tax by $.15-$2.00 per 
gallon, reinstating the Federal Excise Tax on passenger 
tires, increasing the Federal Excise Tax on truck tires by 
10%, reinstating the Federal Excise Tax by $.05-$.15 per 
pound on tread rubber used in the retread process, in-
creasing the Federal Excise Tax on trucks and truck 
parts by 10%, and dozens of others.  

 

Congressman John Delaney (D-Md.) shared his pro-
posal for funding transportation in a way that would not 
place harmful taxes on the tire industry. Delaney’s plans 
include a one-time, percentage-based tax levied on over-
seas profits of multinational companies. In addition to 
levying a tax to support the Highway Trust Fund for six 
years, Delaney’s plan would establish a $50 billion infra-
structure fund for state and local governments. It would 
also set up a commission to ensure the financial future of 
the Highway Trust Fund . 

Members of Maryland’s contingent enjoy a cocktail after 
a long day of lobbying. 
 

Democratic 
Whip Steny 
Hoyer shared 
his thoughts 
with TIA mem-
bers about the 
importance of 
funding a long-
term bill and 
the need for 
the United 
States to im-
prove its trans-
portation sys-
tem. Hoyer 
vouched his 
long time support for the tire industry and will continue to be 
a spokesperson for TIA moving forward.  
 
After Hoyer’s session, attendees moved to the Rayburn 
House office building where freshman members of the 
House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, Rep. 
Carlos Curbelo (R-Fla.), Rep. Garret Graves (R-La.), and 
Rep. Jared Huffman (D-Calif.), shared their thoughts on 
transportation funding. 

Attendees then split into small groups to conduct personal, 
individual meetings with Congressional staffs. The Mary-
land contingent met with the staffs of Rep. John Sarbanes 
(D- Md.), and Sen. Barbara A. Mikulski (D-Md.),  Others 
took part in one-on-one round robin educational and intro-
ductory sessions with key staffers from the House Trans-
portation & Infrastructure Committee and the House Ways 
& Means Committee.  

The Lobby Day concluded with a reception, co-hosted by 
other automotive related associations, in the Capitol Foyer 
of the Rayburn House Office Building. Members had the 
opportunity to mix and mingle with members and staff of the 
114th Congress.  

The state of Maryland was represented by: 

Chris Chase, Donald B. Rice Tire 

Bill Egan, Quality Automotive Warehouse 

Ray Gue, Quality Automotive Warehouse 

Todd Huff, Brooks-Huff Tire and Auto Centers 

Chris Hayes, K&W Tire 

Frank Eberle, Eberle Automotive Citgo 

Pat Bonner McElroy, Tim’s Towing & Recovery 

Roy Littlefield IV, TIA 
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BANK RATES ARE GOING UP.    

OURS ARE NOT! 

THROUGH March 31st 

RATES AS LOW AS 1.99% 

Refinancing your current loan may lower your monthly 

payment or shorten the period of your loan. 

Buying a Car Soon? Want to refinance at a lower 

rate? Get A Great Rate From Your Credit Union! 

Savings - Avg bal < $2,500                                                 0.05% 

Savings - Avg bal $2,500.01 to $20,000                        0.075% 

Savings - Avg bal > $20,000.01                                         0.10% 

Checking                                                                               0.05%  

HSA Checking - Avg bal < $5,000                                       0.05% 

HSA Checking - Avg bal $5,000                                        0.075% 

HSA Checking - Avg bal $10,000. @   6mo. CD               0.075%  

HSA Checking - Avg bal $15,000. @ 12mo. CD                 0.10%  

HSA Checking - Avg bal $20,000. @  24mo CD                 0.15% 

Christmas Club                                                                     0.05%  

Vacation Club                                                                       0.05% 

CD - 6 Month ($500 min)                                                  0.075%  

CD - 12 Month ($1,000 min)                                               0.10%  

CD - 24 Month ($5,000.00 min)                                         0.15%  

LOANS (Rates shown are lowest possible with all discounts 

and no credit score adjustment applied) 
Personal 12-24 months                                                        8.90% 

Personal 36 months                                                              9.90% 

*$5000.max/<651; $10,000 max/651-775; $15K/>775 

New Vehicle - 48 Month - 100%/val                                     1.99% 

New Vehicle - 60 Month - 100%/val                                     1.99% 

New Vehicle (>$12,500 Value) - 72 Month 100%/val        2.99% 

Used Vehicle - <3yrs old <100k miles - 48 Months 100%/val      1.99%       

Used Vehicle - <3yrs old <100k miles - 60 Months 100%/val      1.99%            

Used Vehicle - 3-5 yrs old - 48 Months 100%/val               3.10% 

Used Vehicle - 3-5 yrs old - 60 Months 100%/val                 3.25% 

Used Vehicle - >5 yrs old  - 36 months 100%/val               2.99% 

Used Vehicle - 3-5 yrs old—60k miles 72 mos 100%/val   4.90% 
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Ventus S1 Noble2 

Requirements of 2014 and 2015 

  Individuals required to obtain health care coverage 

  Exchanges established 

  Low income premium subsidy in the exchange 

  Essential benefits required 

  Small group and individual plans to meet actuarial   

        value requirements 

  Waiting period maximums of 90 days 

  Pre-existing condition exclusions prohibited for all 

        enrollees 

  Guaranteed issue and renewability 

  Auto enrollment 

  Elimination of annual limits 

  HIPPA wellness incentives* 

  Maximum out-of-pocket limit* 

  Employer reporting requirements 

  Health insurance industry tax 

  Community rating — limits on age rating by insurers 

        than 100 Full Time Employees) 

 

This CABA Newsletter comes to you in electronic format 9 times per year.  CABA e-mails the newsletter to the member 
principals. The newsletter is also available on our website: www.caba.biz 

If you wish to make any changes in who receives the newsletter, please advise the CABA office. 

Requirements of 2015 

 Employer mandate known as “Play or Pay” penalty for 

not offering coverage (employers with greater than 

100 Full Time Employees) 

 Penalty for not offering “affordable” coverage 

(employers greater than 100 Full Time Employees) 

 

Still confused or uncertain about healthcare? 

 

No one understands the current healthcare regula-

tions better than Kim Conley! Kim will take great care 

of you and your employees. Give Kim a call today if 

there is any doubt about your compliance with the law 

or what your options are for healthcare. 

CABA’s endorsed employee benefit program contact is 

Kim Conley 

Keller Stonebraker Insurance 

3458 Ellicott Center Drive, Suite 104 

Ellicott City MD 21043-4196 

410-461-0707 ext. 5139 

E-mail: Kimberly@ksiinc.com 



  
Support the vendors who support 
the Association and therefore sup-
port you! 
 

These programs have been chosen 
by the Board of Directors for their 
cost savings and especially for the 
service level that they provide. 
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CABA Education Calendar Page  7 

The CABA Education Calendar is intended to present a comprehensive list of skills, management and technical classes of value to owners, managers, 
counter/sales professionals and technicians in Maryland, Delaware and Washington, DC. Any education provider including parts jobbers, manufactur-
ers, associations, community colleges, education professionals and more are invited to submit their listing information (see below for format needed). 
Submit class information to CABA via email sal@caba.biz at least one month in advance of the scheduled beginning date of each class. 

CABA is online at www.caba.biz & www.facebook.com/cababiz1 
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Support your CABA-endorsed vendors. They provide the best programs for your business. 
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(from the Detroit Free Press, January 15, 2015) 
 
Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder signed legislation that said 
would help put state retailers on a level playing field by 
requiring large online retailers such as Amazon to collect 
and remit the state's 6% sales tax. 
 
The "Main Street Fairness" legislation is aimed at requir-
ing large Internet retailers with a presence in Michigan, 
such as Amazon, to collect and remit the state sales tax 
on Michigan purchases, starting Oct. 1. The bipartisan 
legislation was pushed by traditional retailers who say tax-
free Internet sales are unfairly undermining their business-
es. 
 
"Local brick-and-mortar businesses drive our economy 
and without implementing this fix, whey will continue to 
serve as showrooms for online retailers," Gov. Snyder 
said. 
The legislation applies to online retailers with a "physical 
presence" in Michigan. Officials said it would apply to 
large online retailers such as Amazon and Overstock. 
Some critics say it's wrong to "tax the Internet," but 
Snyder said Internet sales are already subject to Michigan 
sales tax. State residents who purchase goods online are 
supposed to remit the tax voluntarily through their income 
tax returns, though few do. 

The legislation is expected to generate about $60 million a 
year. Snyder said that amount would increase significantly 
if the federal government passed legislation forcing the 
collection of sales tax on all online sales. The bills were 
sponsored by Democrat Jim Ananich of Flint, now the Sen-
ate minority leader, and Republican Eileen Kowall, who 
was in the state House. 
 
Editors note: Isn’t it time for Maryland to do the same 
to protect our independent businesses against internet 
competition that plays by different rules? 
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The System Works 
 

“I had lunch with Steny Hoyer last week.” 

This crass name dropping actually is 
true, sort of.  The Democratic Whip of the 
U.S. House of Representatives did speak 
to the Maryland contingent of business 
men and women attending the TIA-sponsored Federal Lob-
by Day. And he did speak at the luncheon. 

 

But the real point of the event was that regular people were 
able to meet one of the most powerful political figures in 
America and first-hand, hear his views on long-term trans-
portation system funding. 

 

Even more impressive was listening to Congressman John 
Delaney (D-Md.). If ever there was someone who could be 
described as “the smartest guy in the room” it is Rep. 
Delaney. His solution to transportation funding was both 
brilliant and painless as it involves taxing American compa-
nies for their off-shore profits, an area where large compa-
nies are strategically moving funds to avoid paying U.S. 
taxes. 

 

Next, we met freshman members of the House Transporta-
tion and Infrastructure Committee, who shared their 
thoughts on transportation funding. Something has to be 

done and they made it clear they are looking at every pos-
sibility. 

Then our work began!  We visited with the staffs of Con-
gressman John Sarbanes (D- Md.), and Senator Barbara 
A. Mikulski (D-Md.),  expressing our thoughts, not just on 
transportation funding, but on issues pertinent to Maryland 
businesses. The staff members take dutiful notes, ask intel-
ligent and germane questions and advise you what they 
are going to tell the representative or senator. 

It is always impressive to me and especially to other first-
timers how our voices are heard and responded to. We all 
tend to be cynical about our democratic process, but up-
close and first-hand, it works! 

And this is as true in Annapolis as it is in Washington D.C. 
So if the opportunity presents itself to speak with a repre-
sentative, their staffs or before a committee, I highly recom-
mend the experience. The power of being a voter is much 
greater than just on election day. 

 

Jim Donohue 

Executive Director 

 

 



P. O. Box 938 

Severna Park, Maryland 21146 

Message from Your CABA President 

It pays to advertise in your monthly CABA newsletter!  Call 410-647-0505 to reserve your Ad space. 
1/2 page: $185 or 1/4 page $150 (Big discounts for full year or half-year) 

Contact CABA—Phone (410) 647-0505, email sal@caba.biz, www.caba.biz, www.facebook.com/cababiz1 

Event Calendar 
 

 

 

Holiday Closures: 

Memorial Day  

May 25th, 2015 

 
 
Sunday, March 15th, 2015 
1:00 PM—5:00  PM 
 

68th Annual CABA Oyster Roast 
Martin’s West 
Baltimore, MD 
 
Thursday, June 18th 
 

CABA Golf Outing 
Queenstown Harbor 
RIVER COURSE 
 
November 3rd—6th, 2015 
 

Automotive Aftermarket Products Expo 
(AAPEX) 
SEMA Show 
Las Vegas, NV 
 

On the Value of Membership 

 

Greetings, CABA Members!  

 

On page 6 of this newsletter, we have the list of 
CABA-endorsed vendors. These are not chosen at 
random or based on which provider gives the As-
sociation the most sponsorship money. Rather, they are 
carefully selected by our Board of Directors based on quali-
ty of service and value-added to members. Members come 
first and it is in your best interests that we endorse a ven-
dor. All associations, CABA included, are about improving 
members’ businesses. This goal is always at the forefront 
of our decisions. After all, the Board is made up of business 
owners and managers just like yourself, with the same 
goals and challenges. We select our endorsed vendors for 
ourselves as well as all Association members, so naturally 
we pursue the best sources available. To re-phrase a com-
mandment, “do for others as you would for yourself.” And 
so we do.  

 

If an endorsed vendor has no value to members, it has no 
value to the Association. But everyone of our vendors do 
offer outright savings, programs to attract and maintain 
great employees and / or time saving functions. 

 

    Whether it is credit card processing, employee retention 
health benefit plans, electric and gas purchasing, 
retirement plans, telephone and internet equip-
ment and service, uniform and floor-care products, 
website hosting and design or general insurance 
needs, we have the best!   To that end, we urge 
you to look again at these vendors. Call the CABA 
office for more information about any endorsed 

vendor. 

 

Don’t forget that CABA offers state inspection forms and 
many business forms through our Services unit. 

 

And now we have added the Sunoco Fleet Card—a poten-
tial benefit for every CABA member. Regardless of the size 
of your “fleet” - even 1 vehicle, the Sunoco Fleet Card will 
provide savings to you. The larger your fleet, the greater 
the savings, not just in fuel costs, but in the tracking of us-
age. 

 

I can’t urge you enough to take advantage of our programs. 

After all, it is one of the reasons your joined CABA! 
 

Rob Wilson 

Admiral Tire  & Auto Center 


