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ExxonMobil to Relocate Its Fairfax, Va., Office to 
Houston  
 ExxonMobil will be removing its Fairfax, Va., 
operations to Houston starting in early 2014, The 
Washington Post reports. The move will take 2,100 jobs 
from the suburb of Washington, D.C., to the oil company’s 
new 385-acre complex in Texas.  
 The decision comes as the company consolidates its 
operations. Workers in the Houston area and Akron, Ohio, 
will also be making the move to the new complex, which 
will house 10,000 employees once all the shifting is finished 
in 2015.  
 The laying off of private-sector positions comes on 
the heels of Lockheed Martin and other government and 
defense contractors shutter headquarters jobs with an eye to 
a smaller Pentagon budget.  
 Virginia Gov. Robert F. McDonnell had been 
talking with Exxon leaders since 2010 about the move, 
hoping he would change the company’s mind. “We’ve 
actually been fortunate that they have delayed their decision 
and we were able to keep them here for a couple years to 
keep that presence here,” he said. “Obviously it’s a lot of 
jobs. I’m disappointed.”  
 Because of the growing federal deficit, the federal 
government has slashed or downsized military and 
technology initiatives, and the outlook could worsen after  
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the presidential elections when Congress once again looks at 
taxes and spending. 
 ExxonMobil has been in Fairfax for 30 years, first 
as Mobil alone, when it moved its New York City offices 
south. The company has been looking into its real estate 
holdings for several years, and started building the Houston 
complex last year 
 
. 
New York City Probe Uncovers Untaxed Cigarettes 

The New York Post reported last week that millions of 
dollars in taxes for New York City are going up in smoke.  

City officials conducted a sweep of 1,700 licensed 
tobacco retailers and found that 42% are either selling 
untaxed cigarettes or using counterfeit stamps to avoid the 
combined $5.85 city-state excise tax per pack. Once taxes 
are factored into the cost, a pack of cigarettes in New York 
City costs more than $10 a pack.  

Noting that there is no excuse for tax evasion, Jim 
Calvin, president of the New York Association of 
Convenience Stores, told the newspaper that the number of 
retailers who are circumventing the law is alarming, and that 
“it’s a reflection of the desperation of some store owners” 
who are trying to make ends meet in a jurisdiction with the 
highest cigarette tax in the United States.  

Finance Commissioner David Frankel said that the 
pursuit of cigarette tax evaders is as much about fairness as 
revenues. “At a recent outreach event in The Bronx, I had a 
guy who came up to me desperate for help because his 
family’s delicatessen is going out of business because their 
competitors are selling illegal cigarettes and they refuse to 
do it,” he told the newspaper.  

Most store owners caught in the recent citywide sweep 
had a few cartons of illegal cigarettes in their stores, but in 
one case, agents seized 1,700 cartons of untaxed cigarettes 
and thousands of counterfeit tax stamps.  

In some instances, the cigarettes are black market 
products. “They’re mostly cigarettes made in foreign 
countries,” Frankel told the newspaper, adding, “They’re 
brought in here and they’re mislabeled and they’re sold that 
way.”  

Currently, the penalties for selling a few cartons of 
untaxed cigarettes are minimal. However, Frankel said the 
city is drafting legislation that would increase those penalties 
on retailers who skirt the law because the impact “is 
devastating” to honest small business owners 

 
 

EPA Gives Final Approval to E15 Sale 
 The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
has given the final okay for the sale of E15 at gasoline 
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stations in the United States, but there remains several 
hurdles before consumers will see it at the pump, the Sioux 
Argus Leader reports.  
  On June 15, EPA approved the first misfueling 
mitigation plans (MMPs) for individual companies, the 
agency notes on its website. Companies whose plans were 
approved had notified EPA in writing that they wished to 
use the March 2, 2012, Model Plan. Before approving their 
requests, EPA sought more information about how E15 
would be dispensed, particularly from blender pumps.  
 While the agency had given E15 its sanction in 
January 2011, the EPA had a series of procedures to go 
through before gasoline retailers could sell the fuel. The 
agency wanted to ensure the higher blend was labeled and 
sold properly to avoid misfueling, since E15 is only for use 
in cars and light trucks with the 2001 model year and 
forward. Older vehicles and light equipment should not use 
the fuel. 
 “I think there are a number of stations, particularly 
in the Midwest, that will be very interested in doing this, and 
there will certainly be encouragement from the renewable 
fuel industry for it to be done as quickly as possible,” said 
Tom Vilsack, U.S. Department of Agriculture Secretary said 
last week. 
 “Anything that paves the way for E15 is a good 
thing, and [June 15], we got the last hurdle removed, so we 
should be able to see additional biofuel use,” Vilsack said, 
adding that it will “take some time” before E15 will be at 
local gasoline stations.  
 To get the fuel onto the marketplace, other 
requirements from federal, state and localities will need to 
be tackled. One example is E15 compatibility for tank and 
dispensers. Also, several states have restrictions on selling 
certain ethanol-gasoline blends, so laws would need to be 
altered in those states.  
 Retailers interested in selling this product need to 
proceed carefully to ensure they are compliant with all 
applicable laws and regulations  For example, not only must 
they be certain their equipment is appropriately listed as 
compatible with the fuel, they must abide by the misfueling 
regulations issued by EPA to prevent consumers from used 
E15 in non-approved engines. And retailers must be certain 
to clearly identify the product on price signs to avoid 
confusing the consumer when comparing prices among 
various products.” 
 “I wouldn’t expect to be seeing [E15] in gasoline 
stations across the country any time real soon,” said Pat 
Westhoff, who directs the Food and Agriculture Policy 
Research Institute at the University of Missouri. “As of right 
now, there appears to be some resistance on the part of 
consumers because of concerns about mileage and concerns 
about (its impact) on their vehicle.” 
 Many retailers remain skeptical about stocking E15, 
citing concerns over using the blend in older fueling 
systems. The association continues supporting legislation in 
Congress (H.R. 4345 and S. 2264) to reform the liabilities 
associated with iIn particular, the legislation will allow 
equipment currently in use to potentially be recertified as 
compatible with a new fuel like E15 and it will protect 

retailers who comply with EPA’s misfueling regulations 
from certain liabilities if a consumer ignores the labels and 
misfuels a non-approved engine. 
 Contact your legislators today and urge them to 
support this important legislation. 
 
 
Smoking’s Shangri-La: A Cigarette With Less Risk  
 Philip Morris International Inc. wants to make 
smoking less risky, and will be debut within five years a new 
cigarette type that will lower health risks, Bloomberg 
reports. The company has three products under development 
for existing brands, one of which would heat tobacco rather 
than burn it, said Andre Calantzopoulos, COO, during a 
speech for an investors meeting in Lausanne, Switzerland.  
 “We are on the eve of what we all believe could be 
a paradigm shift for our industry,” said CEO Louis 
Camilleri. He sees the new products as having “the very real 
potential to not only be a game-changer, but also be the key 
to unlock several hitherto virgin territories, most notably the 
huge Chinese market.”  
 For decades, tobacco firms have sought safer 
alternatives to smoking tobacco. Philip Morris International 
is “far more advanced than I had expected,” said Erik 
Bloomquist, a Berenberg Bank analyst.  
 Heated  tobacco is the “most promising” of the 
products, and it is now ready for clinical tests. 
Manufacturing would commence in three to four years, said 
Calantzopoulos. The two other products under development 
include one that would use a normal lighter and another that 
would change the nicotine into an aerosol. “We have to 
remain, however, alert to the fact that there may be bumps in 
the road, given the many complexities of this undertaking,” 
Calantzopoulos said.  
 Earlier this year, the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration’s Tobacco Products Scientific Advisory 
Committee indicated that dissolvable tobacco products 
appear to carry fewer health risks than smoking cigarettes. 
 
 
NYC Shutting Down Businesses - Beware ! 
 Please be aware that the New York City, under 
Nuisance Abatement Law, is going to Supreme Court, 
obtaining a court order without any warning and then 
coming to a business in the evening hours and closing down 
businesses for having violated New York State Liquor 
Authority law. 
 Over the last two years, the Liquor Authority, either 
independently or with police conducted 3 to 4 underage 
investigations of about 200 businesses. About half of the 
businesses failed and were issued summons. The person 
selling alcohol to minor gets a criminal summons and the 
business owner receives a civil penalty from New York State 
Liquor Authority between $2,500 to $3,000 per violation. 
The Liquor Authority is a State agency and it collects a civil 
penalty from the business. However, New York City does 
not receive any funds. 
 Now the New York City has decided to broaden 
their Nuisance Abatement Law. Nuisance Abatement Law 
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was enacted in 1977 to clean up New York City Time 
Square. Recently, New York City having been filing civil 
law suits against businesses, in which the City goes to court, 
obtains an order to show cause without any notice and then 
appears at the foot steps of the business in the evening hours, 
with police, and closes down the business. No warning, no 
notice. The business owner is given an order to show cause 
to appear in court 3 or 4 days after police closes down the 
business. In the meanwhile, the business remains close until 
the court date. A business that has had TWO summons for 
selling beer to minor is at more risk. The City claims that it 
is public nuisance for a business to sell beer to minor but the 
City does not submit any affidavit from any surrendering 
citizens claiming a nuisance by the business. 
 
 
Supreme Court Upholds Health Care Bill 

The complex ruling by the U.S. Supreme Court that the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act is constitutional 
is damaging to the nation’s 148,000-plus convenience and 
fuel retailers.  

 The Court’s decision to keep in place employer 
mandates will place significant burdens on nearly 40% of 
our industry and put these businesses at a substantial 
competitive disadvantage.  

The Supreme Court’s decision also effectively continues 
the mandate for menu labeling, which the convenience 
retailing industry opposes.  

NACS had been actively engaged in communicating the 
industry’s concerns regarding burdens that convenience and 
fuel retailers would face when the requirements of the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act were to take full 
effect in 2014. Since the legislation was signed into law by 
President Obama in 2010, the association had advocated 
repeal of the employer mandate provisions and reform of the 
grandfathering provisions. NACS also joined the Employers 
for Flexibility in Health Care coalition, which worked to 
develop a common platform to advocate more reasonable 
provisions as they apply to part-time, temporary and 
seasonal workers.  

 “For NACS, the health-care debate was very focused. 
Rather than engaging on the broad tenets of whether the 
government should or should not be involved, we focused 
directly on the effects that mandate would have on 
convenience retailers, and today’s ruling is bad news for our 
members,” said Robinson.  

We are well aware that the country’s health-care system 
is broken and requires a serious overhaul,” We will continue 
to support common-sense reform to make the system more 
efficient and eliminates waste and fraud, but today’s 
decision is a step in the wrong direction.” 

 
 

Congress Passes Ban on ‘Bath Salts’ 
 This week, Congress approved a huge bill that 
changes how the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
guarantees the security of the U.S. drug supply, the 
Associated Press reports. President Barack Obama has 
indicated he will sign the law.  

 The measure lengthens the 20-year program that 
gives funds to the agency’s budget for looking into new 
drugs and medical implants. However, legislators tacked on 
numerous amendments that will impact FDA policy as well 
as the drug industry overall.  
 The bill outright banned 28 chemicals used to make 
so-called “bath salts,” often sold under incense, plant food or 
personal hygiene labels but are used as a drug. Also include 
are substances used to make synthetic marijuana and 
synthetic hallucinogens. These synthetic drugs have been 
known to cause violent and strange behavior in the users.  
 In announcing the Senate’s passage of the 
legislation, Sen. Charles Schumer (D-NY) said, “Let this be 
a warning to those who make a profit manufacturing and 
selling killer chemical components to our teens and children 
in the Southern Tier: the jig is up.”  
 Thirty-one states have enacted laws banning or 
prohibiting the sale of synthetic bath salts. The measure also 
gives the agency more authority to look into drug factories 
overseas, increases the penalty for counterfeiting drugs, and 
loosens some requirements on drugs for life-threatening 
diseases.  
  
  
Congress Passes Extension Of Federal Highway Bill 
 It was down to the wire on Friday, as both the U.S. 
House and Senate passed a 2-year extension of federal 
highway and transit funding, which President Obama is 
likely going to sign into law this week. 
 One of the major hurdles toward final passage, 
approval of the Keystone XL pipeline, was ultimately 
removed from the bill final during conference negotiations. 
 During conference negotiations to hammer out the 
differences between the House and Senate versions of the 
bill, conferees agreed to steal $2.4 billion from the Leaking 
Underground Storage Tank (LUST) Trust Fund as opposed 
to the proposed $3 billion. The conferees also decided not to 
divert one-third of future revenues collected for the LUST 
Trust Fund to offset the Highway Trust Fund, which was 
originally proposed in the Senate bill. 
 The final bill also upholds a provision that states 
that retailers who operate roll-your-own (RYO) cigarette 
machines are manufacturers of cigarettes and therefore must 
seek all permits, pay all applicable taxes and bonding.  
 
 
Transportation Bill May End Roll-Your-Own Stores  
 The NACS-supported amendment clarifies that 
retailers who operate roll-your-own (RYO) cigarette 
machines are manufacturers of cigarettes and therefore 
subject to federal excise taxes. 
 An amendment attached to the federal highway 
measure changes how roll-your-own (RYO) tobacco shops 
operate, which would effectively make those stores tobacco 
manufacturers and thus liable for federal excise taxes, The 
Wall Street Journal reports. 
 President Obama is expected to sign the bill into 
law. In April, the U.S. Government Accountability Office 
projected that RYO cigarettes had lowered federal income 
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by $492 million between April 2009 and September 2011, 
writes the newspaper.  
 Congress approved the amendment last week after 
NACS lobbied that the shops were not following the same 
regulations as cigarette manufacturers and sellers, which 
created an uneven marketplace without market certainty. 
Shop owners countered that retailers and the tobacco 
industry just wanted to get rid of competition.  
 RYO shops sell customers “pipe tobacco,” which 
they then pour into RYO machines to make cigarettes. 
Supporters of the amendment pointed out that RYO shops 
have reaped the benefit of higher tobacco taxes. 
 Two years ago, the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and 
Trade Bureau ruled that RYO machine shops were tobacco 
manufacturers, but RYO Machines company went to court 
and received an injunction on that decision. 
 
 
Gas Sign Legislation 
 Section Two amends the Agriculture and Markets 
law to require that signs or labels that are currently required 
at the dispensing pump, also indicate the difference in the 
amount per gallon for cash and credit customers.  
 This section is not clear.  The pump to signs already 
provides the difference prices between cash and credit.  
Does the sponsor what the station to do the math? 
 The sponsor claims that some places of business 
that are offering for sale or selling motor fuel have been 
luring customers to their stations by deceptively advertising 
a reduced price for motor fuel that is actually only available 
to those customers who are able to pay with cash for their 
transaction.  
 The sign posting law dealing with motor fuel prices 
has been in effect for a long time and has worked will.  
When prices rise on motor fuel the public feel entitlement 
has been removed for their lives and complain to the 
legislature and the attorney general.  Neither of these official 
offices have the ability or the inclination to really address 
the issue so they turn their attention to the lower and weakest 
point in the chain, the retailer. 
 This bill is nothing more that attempting to kill a 
mosquito with a sledgehammer. 
 If the legislators really want to resolve the credit 
prices and the higher prices for motor fuel they should call in 
the retail industry for discussion. 
 For the above reasons the New York State 
Association of Service Stations and Repair Shops, Inc., it 
affiliates and members oppose this bill and urge it be 
defeated. 
 
 
Massachusetts Right to Repair 
Attention, and lobbying, shifts to House on auto repair issue 
By Matt Murphy / State House News Service 
Saturday, May 26, 2012 - Added 3 days ago 
 Should the question go to the ballot, Bradley 
predicted that supporters of improving access to repair 
information for independent auto body shops would have an 
easier time framing their argument for voters. 

 “The only holdout right now is General Motors so 
we’re hopeful there will be an agreement reached to bring to 
the House. This is a very complicated and difficult issue to 
bring to the ballot, but from our side it’s easy to frame if it 
goes to the ballot. Are you going to vote for the guy on the 
corner who fixes your car or the manufacturers in Detroit 
who needed a bailout. It will be a no-brainer for voters, so I 
can see how it’s going to play,” Bradley said. 
 Art Kinsman, a spokesman for the Massachusetts 
Right to Repair Coalition, said the coalition’s preference is 
for a legislative solution, but he did not rule out going to the 
ballot if the Legislature fails to act or the final bill “doesn’t 
afford the level of consumer protection we’re looking for.” 
 “Until it’s on the governor’s desk and signed we’re 
really kind of hesitant to overreact to any version of the 
bill,” Kinsman said, declining to say whether the Senate 
language was enough to satisfy their goals. 
 Kinsman said he was “hopeful” a bill would go 
before the full House for a vote, but said the coalition also 
anticipated finishing its signature collection efforts by the 
end of this week to qualify for the November ballot. 
 An aide to Gov. Deval Patrick said the governor 
has expressed support in the past for improving access to 
auto repair information, but would have to review the 
specifics of any legislation that reaches his desk. 
 Bradley predicted that if a bill reached the floor of 
the House, it would likely have enough support to pass. The 
trick, he said, is convincing House leadership to release a 
bill for a vote. 
 “I think if the bill makes it to the floor with some 
reasonable compromises that we’ve suggested, I think it has 
the votes but we’re trying to make it something that’s a 
workable compromise and until we have that it’s going to be 
very hard to get it to the floor.” 
 Gage disputed that General Motors was a “holdout” 
to a compromise, and said the alliance members remain 
opposed to the Senate bill that he said leaves auto 
manufacturers exposed to lawsuits over failing to disclose 
trade secrets, threatening to stymie innovation in fuel 
efficiency and other research. 
 He did, however, acknowledge that costly ballot 
campaigns would present challenges to both sides: “There’s 
a lot of education that both sides will have to go through. It’s 
not as easy as a simple bumper sticker slogan,” Gage said. 
 
 
Driving Data, New Auto Study Hint At Soft Fuel 
Demand 
 U.S. vehicle miles traveled were lower in April 
compared to a year ago, constituting the first negative year-
on-year comparison since November 2011 data were issued 
and hinting at continued soft gasoline demand. 
 The 247.2 billion miles logged on roads fell short 
of April 2011's total by 0.4% following year-on-year gains 
of 0.9% in March, 1.8% in February, 1.6% in January and 
1.1% in December. The data were issued by the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA), an agency within the 
Department of Transportation. 
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Building for Sale/Lease with Option to Buy, With or Without Turn-
key Business Opportunity. 

 
 

1444 Front Street Binghamton, NY 
 

Large metal building in prime location on busy retail corridor close to 
Interstates 17, 81 and 88 situated on 

 .57 acres, 100 ft frontage.   
 

Versatile 4150 Square foot building has 20 x 20 office and 50 x 75 shop 
area. Building is a Sonoco all steel structure and has 8 bays plus a paint 
booth with 4 Overhead doors (3 at 10ft and 1 at 12ft), 3 lifts.  Plenty of 
storage and parking with easy access onto Upper Front Street. Building 

interior can be reconfigured to suit your needs.  
 

Currently used for an automotive business; collision, mechanical repairs 
and used car lot, but also suited to retail, light manufacturing, industrial 
sales, storage and sports activities such as martial arts, dance, yoga etc.   

 
Serious inquiries only ~ $3300 ~ Triple net ~  

If interested in profitable long standing turn-key business opportunity, 
will be happy to supply you with pertinent information. 

 
To schedule an appointment or for more details  

please call 607-648-5232  
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