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With the heat wave we are hav-

ing this September it’s hard to

think of trading our sandals in for

boots, but with that comes the

anticipated changeover from

summer to winter tires.  My offi-

cial OTDA forecast is that we will

indeed have a winter this year.

Many of our members laced up

the golf shoes in June and par-

ticipated in our annual fundraiser

and charity golf classic.  Once

again we had a sell out with 150

industry peers participating, net-

working and raising money for

the association and charity.  This

event has raised hundreds of

thousands of dollars for charities

through our member’s generous

support.  A big shout out to Eric,

Jenna and Chris Gilbert for

organizing the day.  A success

like this takes a champion.

Thanks Eric.

We continue to work on your

behalf on the scrap tire front.

Now that Bill 151 has passed, we

divide our attention between the

current program and input on the

development of a new one.  On

many fronts, there are very suc-

cessful components for us to

build on.  This will not happen

overnight, so we need your sup-

port.  Our work here benefits

everyone in the industry, so take

the time today to tell a friend

about some of the benefits of

becoming a member of OTDA.  If

you need help with this, give me

a call or Bob at our office.  It’s

always good to hear from a

member.

Our Winter Conference has

record registration, but we wel-

come more.  We are conducting

our first ATS course in Eastern

Ontario.  See registration for the

upcoming course at Algonquin

College.  We are in the early

stages of planning for our nation-

al Tire Dealers Association of

Canada conference and trade

show for 2018.  We will hold this

event in Toronto.  Keep your eye

out for more on this on our web-

site or the next issue of Trends.

It seems that we always have

plenty on our plate, but we hope

that we are pointing our

resources in the right direction.

We are always looking for your

input.
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

OTDA Winter Conference -7 Night Carribean Cruise - Sunday January 8, 2017

TDAC National Trade Show & Conference - 2018 - Toronto
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“YouR STRENgTh iS iN ouR NuMbERS”
The OTDA is recognized by industry and government as the representative

body of the Independent Tire Dealers of Ontario.

OTdA dIreCTOrs

Mike McClory  . . . . . .President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Remco Tire Distributors

Harold Boake  . . . . . .Vice-President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Steelcase Tire

Rejean Murray  . . . . .Secretary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .OK Tire Service (Val-Rita)

Glenn Warnica  . . . . .Treasurer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bast Tire

Jim Taleporos . . . . . . . .Education & Training  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Midas Canada Inc.

Bruce Barnim . . . . . . . .Health & Safety  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TireCraft Ontario

Richard Bender  . . . . . .Marketing/Promotion/Events . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tire Discounter Group

Alexa Labrecque  . . . . .Member Benefits  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Provincial Tire Distributors

Dwight Rose . . . . . . . . .Membership Development  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .OK Tire Store (Brantford)

Don Frisby  . . . . . . . . . .Committee Support  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Frisby Tire Co. (1974) Limited

Ron Spiewak  . . . . . . . .Committee Support  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Northumberland Tire Sales

Paul Hyatt . . . . . . . . . . .Committee Support  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Superior Tire & Auto

Eric Gilbert  . . . . . . . . . .Director-at-Large  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ericway Tire

Ron Waites . . . . . . . . . .Director - Consultant  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .OTDA

Bob Bignell  . . . . . . . . . .Executive Director  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Veritech Mfg. & Wholesale Inc.
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Treadlines
ONTArIO MINIsTrY OF THe 

eNvIrONMeNT ANd CLIMATe

CHANGe

07/06/2016

Press release

Distributed by Public on 07/26/2016

13:11

Toronto Company Fined $30,000 For

Non-compliance

Toronto - City View Bus Sales and

Service Ltd. and company director,

Lorenzo D'urso pleaded guilty to a total

of seven offences and were fined

$30,000 for failing to submit Steward's

Reports and Steward Fees, and for not

ensuring the company was in compli-

ance, contrary to the Waste Diversion

Act (WDA).

The company imports different types of

buses from the United States and

Europe and operates in Toronto. Mr.

D'Urso is the Director of the company.

The company submitted their steward

registration form as an importer of new

tires into Ontario. Under the rules for

stewards, the company is required to

submit a report on or before the last day

of the calendar month. No report was

submitted by the company for the

months for numerous months.

The company is also required to submit

a fee on or before the last day of the cal-

endar month. Monthly reports submitted

by the company identified a fee that was

required to be remitted to Ontario Tire

Stewardship in the amount of

$5,002.24.

Subsequently, the matter was referred

to the Ministry's Investigation and

Enforcement Branch. Following an

investigation, the defendants were con-

victed.

The company was convicted of six

offences, was fined $25,000 plus a vic-

tim fine surcharge of $6,250 and was

given two years to pay the fine. Mr.

D'urso was convicted of one offence,

was fined $5,000 plus a victim fine sur-

charge of $1,250 and was given two

years to pay.

rMA Forecasts Increase in 2016 Us

Tire shipments

by Tire Review Staff - March 10, 2016

The Rubber Manufacturers Association

is predicting total U.S. tire shipments

will surpass 315 million units in 2016.

Steady economic improvement, low fuel

prices and increases in miles traveled

should create favorable conditions for

growth in 2016, RMA said.

According to the forecast, original

equipment passenger and light truck

shipments are expected to see the

largest percentage increase, raising

2.7% and 1.8% respectively. OE pas-

senger tire shipments are estimated to

reach 51.1 million and OE light truck

shipments may reach 4.5 million, the

RMA reported.

Replacement passenger tire shipments

are expected to hit a record number

with 206.8 million shipments anticipated

in 2016.

Replacement light truck will see a slight

increase of 0.3% to 29.2 million ship-

ments, the RMA said. Additionally,

replacement commercial truck tire ship-

ments are expected to increase by

1.1% to 18.1 million.

OE commercial truck tire shipments are

expected to decrease by 2.9%

Wingert, Michael:

Passed away

peacefully on

Sunday, May

22. 2016 at

the age of 74.

Beloved hus-

band of the

late Diane

( n e e

S c h n u r r ) .

Loving father

of Kimberley Wingert, Catherine Adams

(Jim), Michael Wingert (Monica), David

Wingert (France) and Beth Van

Cromvoirt (Lee) Cherished grandpa of

11 grandchildren. Dear brother of

Marianne Hoegler. Beloved son of the

late Barbara and John Wingert

Mike was the long time owner of

Dettmer Tire, Kitchener. He enjoyed

spending time at the cottage surround-

ed by family and friends.

dealer Tire sells Canadian

subsidiary

by Tire Review Staff - July 12, 2016

Groupe Touchette Inc. has entered into

an agreement to purchase Dealer Tire

Canada. As part of the deal Groupe

Tochette will use the Dealer Tire model,

offering dedicated merchandising, mar-

keting, and tire wholesale services for

the Canadian car dealer channel.

Additonally, Dealer Tire and Groupe

Touchette have entered into a long-term

Technology and Service agreement in

which the companies will partner to sup-

port current Dealer Tire Canada OEM

programs.

“We are very excited about our collabo-

rative agreement with Groupe

Touchette,” said Scott Mueller, CEO of

Dealer Tire LLC. “We were thoughtful in

choosing a partner that we believed

would continue to provide superior serv-

ice to our OEM and dealer customers

while also having a similar culture

where our employees would continue to

thrive.”

The transaction is expected to close

Aug. 31, 2016. Terms of the acquisition

have not been disclosed.

retreading Pioneer ‘Gus’ Hawkinson

dies

by Tire Review Staff - July 12, 2016

Thirty-year tire and retreading industry

veteran Raymond Paul Hawkinson Jr.,

known as “Gus” to those in the industry,

died on July 10. He was 71.

Hawkinson had been ill for some time

and suffered a severe stroke 10 days

prior to his passing.

Hawkinson was born on April 6, 1945, in

Ogden, Utah, and raised in

Minneapolis, Minn., where he grew up

in the tire industry. After high school he

attended Mankato State University.

cont’d on page 10
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Hawkinson worked as president and

CEO of the Paul E. Hawkinson Co., his

family’s business that manufactured tire

retreading equipment systems.

“Family was so important to Gus, and

he was proud of his Swedish Heritage…

He was a cheerful, friendly and hos-

pitable man; he enjoyed traveling

around the world, especially to London,

and loved a good dinner out with

friends,” Hawkinson’s brother Dr. John

Hawkinson said.

Hawkinson became a pioneer in the tire

retreading industry and was primarily

responsible for developing the non-

destructive testing industry standards,

with his initial patent issued in 1981.

Hawkinson was a long-time board

member of the Tire Industry

Association’s (TIA) and its predeces-

sors, the America Retreaders

Association (ARA) and the International

Tire and Rubber Association (ITRA). He

was inducted into the TIA Hall of Fame

in 2010 for his contributions to retread-

ing and the industry.

“I’ve known Gus for more than 30 years

and you’ll never meet anyone more

passionate about supporting the inde-

pendent retreader,” said Roy Littlefield,

TIA executive vice president.

“Whenever we had a retread issue on

Capitol Hill, he was the first one to lead

the charge in defense of retreading. His

service to the retread industry as an

ARA and ITRA board member was

invaluable to the membership and as an

innovator, his non-destructive testing

methods are still being used to this day.

Ray’s 2010 induction into the Hall of

Fame was well deserved and he will be

remembered as a retread industry great

and active board member.”

After his retirement Hawkinson lived in

Las Vegas and served as a consultant

to the tire industry.

Network expands Its reach in

Canada

The Automotive Distribution Network

continues to expand throughout North

America with the recent signing of

Toronto, Ontario-based Avenue Motor

Works Inc. into membership under the

Auto Pride brand.

“Avenue Motor Works is a first-rate,

family-owned operation and a welcome

addition to the Network as an Auto Pride

member,” says Cora Roark, director of

Auto Pride. “This latest signing extends

the Auto Pride footprint through upper

Toronto and the surrounding areas.”

Founded with a single location in

Toronto in 1993 by John Bosschaert,

Avenue Motor Works has expanded to

more than 40,000 square feet of ware-

house space with six distribution and

retail locations in Barrie, Bradford,

Newmarket, Orangeville, Stouffville,

and Woodbridge, Ontario.

“Together with Auto Pride, Avenue

Motor Products will be adding several

high-quality, prominent lines from the

United States in the near future as we

continue to expand and strive to provide

superior service,” says Deanna

Bosschaert-Gruhl, chief financial officer

and manager of promotions/special

events. “Auto Pride and the Network

have an excellent reputation as a buy-

ing group, and we’re looking forward to

years of success together.”

PLOMBCO PArTNers WITH THe

NHrA

The Gray Motorsports team (Photo:

Plombco)

Plombco has become the “Official

Wheel Balancing Weight “of Gray

Motorsports, and sponsor of pro stock

competitor, Shane Gray.

Wheel balancing weights manufacturer,

Plombco, is proud to announce their

sponsorship of Gray Motorsports and

NHRA Pro Stock driver Shane Gray.

“It’s great to welcome Plombco to the

Gray Motorsports team,” said Shane

Gray. “As we continue to find more per-

formance, keeping our race tires bal-

anced is vital to the performance and

the Plombco adhesive wheel weights

definitely do the trick.”

Green Arc Gives up on st. Marys

Green Arc, which had announced plans

for a recycling plant employing more

than 300, says it has given up on the

Perth County town

The Green Arc saga has finally come to

an end in St. Marys.

Nearly three years after announcing it

wanted to open a tire recycling plant in

the former Dana plant and hire more

than 300, chief operating officer Mike

DiCenzo said they have pulled out.

Its end comes amid controversy as

DiCenzo accused the municipality of

“roadblocks” while the town mayor said

his government never received applica-

tions for permits.

“We have never had any plans submit-

ted, I have no idea what he is talking

about,” St. Marys Mayor Al Strathdee

said Monday of DiCenzo.

“There are all sorts of red flags there.”

DiCenzo cited delays with the munici-

pality over 16 months and said he

decided to move on. He hopes to locate

now in Strathroy, he said.

“I was not aware at the time of all the

delays there would be around this

issue,” he said. “I wanted to create

those jobs I promised. Now I don’t want

to be there, I don’t want to fight” the

local government.

But Strathdee dismissed notions of any

fight or delays, saying there was never

any business plan put forward to block.

“I wish I had the kind of power he is sug-

gesting I have,” said Strathdee.

“We don’t have the power to stop him.

He has never submitted anything to us.

Never a permit, not one.”

Green Arc would have needed a build-

cont’d on page 19

cont’d from page 9
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Hole in One Warden

Missed it by That Much

Organizing Committee

Peter Labrecque of Provincial has the
winning bid for the aligner generously
donated by Hunter Engineering

Fundraiser 

Charity SuccessFundraiser 

Charity Success
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Treadlines
ing permit and another for a new fire

suppression system, but neither were

applied for.

DiCenzo isn’t new to controversy. His

failed business ventures in Brantford

and Nova Scotia, and millions of dollars

in taxpayer support paid him, were the

subject of a CBC 5th Estate investiga-

tion that can be found on YouTube.

The Ontario Environment Ministry

approved his application to start pro-

duction in July 2015 in St. Marys, and

Strathdee said they heard nothing from

the business after that.

The former Dana auto parts plant is now

home to former Stratford business

Guardian Bridge Rapid Construction

Inc., which makes pre-fabrication

homes and bridges.

“It’s a terrific, family-run business,” said

Strathdee of the new venture which is

still moving from the former Stratford

home it outgrew.

“One of the reasons they came here

was for the rail spur into that plant. The

reality is St. Marys is a good place to do

business.”

Bridge had 25,000 square feet in

Stratford and it now has 135,000 square

feet in St. Marys.

The company will ship ready-to-assem-

ble houses to Saskatchewan, all by rail.

The homes will be shipped to indige-

nous communities to address a housing

crisis.

Guardian also makes prefabricated

bridges and other building products.

DiCenzo announced in November 2013

he wanted to open a $37-million tire

recycling facility in the plant, employing

340. The plant would have stripped old

treads off worn tires and retread them

for sale at discount rates.

2016 symposium: driving Towards

the Circular economy

The ‘circular economy’ is no longer just

a buzz word of environmentalists or

futurists –it is now an industrial impera-

tive; and no material is better suited to

lead this charge than rubber. That will

not be a surprise to many within the

industry who know the science and

wondrous polymeric properties of this

extraordinary material, and yet if we are

honest with ourselves, have we really

utilized post-consumer rubber, more

specifically tire rubber to its best use?

More importantly, and for the purposes

of this Symposium, we will explore both

the obstacles to full resource recovery

and the innovations that give us hope

for the circular economy.  

Our 2016 Rubber Recycling

Symposium will be held from October

5th through 7th at the Crowne Plaza

Hotel in Niagara Falls, Canada. 

For more information, visit rubberasso-

ciation.ca

Global Tire expo

SAVE THE DATE!

Global Tire Expo

Tuesday - Friday, November 1-4, 2016

at SEMA

OTr Conference registration is

Open

Bowie, Md. – The Tire Industry

Association (TIA) is pleased to

announce that registration is now open

for the 2017 Off-the-Road (OTR) Tire

Conference which will be held February

15-18 at Turtle Bay Resort in Oahu,

Hawaii. The conference is the premier

event for the off-the-road segment of

the tire industry.

The OTR Conference will offer educa-

tional sessions, networking functions

featuring sponsored tabletop displays,

and a number of leisure program

options including golf at Turtle Bay

Palmer Course, an ATV adventure, a

visit to Ka’a’awa Valley known as

Hollywood’s “Hawaii Backlot”, a cata-

maran tour of Kaneohe Bay or a visit to

the Polynesian Cultural Center.

Delegate registration fee includes all

scheduled events and meal functions,

excluding leisure activities and is $425

for TIA members and $725 for non-

members. Delegates must complete

conference registration with payment in

order to receive the hotel reservation

link to secure lodging at Turtle Bay

Resort. Registration forms are available

atwww.tireindustry.org. 

TIA Adopts New Mission statement

Bowie, Md. – At the recently held mid-

year Board Meeting, the Tire Industry

Association (TIA) Board of Directors

voted to adopt a new mission statement

that more accurately represents the

focus of the Association’s efforts. Over

the past few years, TIA has placed a lot

of emphasis on training and education

programs as well as the longstanding

government affairs component that

serves as the voice of the membership.

By adopting the new mission statement,

the Board believes that TIA will have an

even more clear direction moving for-

ward:

The mission of TIA is to promote tire

safety through training and education,

to act as the principal advocate in gov-

ernment affairs, and to enhance the

image and professionalism of the indus-

try so that our member businesses may

be more successful.

“We have achieved phenomenal growth

over the past few years due to the suc-

cess of our members, so the updated

mission statement definitely reflects our

identity as an organization,” remarked

Roy Littlefield, TIA Executive Vice

President. “Training and government

affairs have always been our strengths

and our most valued member services,

but we recognize that the challenges

facing our members require additional

support to help the public understand

the roles that the industry plays in soci-

ety and the workforce.”

cont’d from page 10
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Tire replacement

Tire sales is a

service cate-

gory that has

b e c o m e

increasingly

c o m p l e x ,

with the

growing pro-

portion of vehicles in operation being equipped with tire

pressure monitoring systems, larger wheel sizes, and the

growing recognition in some regions of the need for winter

tires.

As the sec-

ond most

f r e q u e n t l y

sought-after

service, this

competitive

market sees

dealerships

leading with

a 38% share

– a l t h o u g h

that’s down eight points from last year. Branded aftermarket

shops have gained three points, climbing to 26% in 2015.

Independent repair shops are closing in on the dealerships

with an increase of six points to 36% in 2015.

Clearly, there is a lot of tough competition for market share

in this category.

With an overall share of 47% in 2015, dealership market

share for tire

replacement

in the four- to

seven-year-

old vehicle

c a t e g o r y

decreased a

w h o p p i n g

seven points from 54% in 2014. In the eight- to 12-year-old

vehicle category, dealerships remained steady at 28.

Branded aftermarket shops saw a decrease in the eight- to

12-year-old vehicle category (going to 26% in 2015 from

29% in 2014), but saw an increase in the four- to seven-

year-old vehicle category,  going to 25% in 2015 from 21%

in 2014.

Quick lube

shops hold

steady at 1%.

Tire repair
Dealerships have the lion’s share of the tire repair market

with 41%, followed by the branded aftermarket with 29%.

Independent repair shops have 27% market share and

quick lube shops have about 2% market share.

In the four-

t o - s e v e n -

y e a r - o l d

vehicle cat-

egory,  deal-

e r s h i p s

have 47% of

the market,

and the branded aftermarket has 30% of the market.

Independent repair shops hold just 21% market share, and

quick lube shops hold 2% of this category. In the eight-to-

12-year-old vehicle category, the gap is much smaller

between independent repair shops and dealerships:

Independent shops hold 33% market share and dealerships

hold 36%.

Tire Maintenance
Dealerships come out on top in this categor y with 49% of

the market. Independent repair shops come in second with

29%, and the branded aftermarket has 19% market share.

Quick lube shops hold only 2% of this market.

In the eight- to 12-year-old vehicle category, independent

repair shops

come out on

top with

38% of the

m a r k e t ,

while deal-

erships hold

34% of the

market, and

b r a n d e d

aftermarket

has 25% of this category. Quick lube shops have just 2%.

Data and analysis supplied by J.D. Power & Associates.

News   August 18, 2016   by CARS Magazine

COMMeNT: so… where’s The Business?
Take a look at who’s doing tire sales, repair, and maintenance in Canada.
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