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 MATDA Board Of Directors

Scott Woellhof - President
Champlin Tire Recycling Inc, Concordia, Ks 

Craig Aldridge - Vice-President
Prairie Ag & Auto, Inc, Plainville, Ks

Brent Colgrove - Secretary
Farmers Co-op, Plymouth, Ne

Diane Miller - Treasurer
M & M Tire & Auto, Abilene, Ks

Julian Albers 
Mitten, Inc., Oakley, Ks

Jason Burhenn
Shamrock Tire, Wichita, Ks

Keith Christensen
Commercial Tire Center,  Salina, Ks

Justin Glasgow
Performance Tire & Wheel, Topeka, Ks 

Bob Harris
Becker Tire, Great Bend, Ks

George Hoellen 
T.O. Haas Tire Co., Lincoln, Ne

Dave McMannis
Canton Service Center, Canton, Ks

Tony Thompson
Thompson OK Tire, Beloit, Ks

Mike Vondenkamp 
Tire Dealers Warehouse, Wichita, Ks

Jeff Webster
Take Ten Tire, Ponca City, OK
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Annual Convention Date Booked (changed) ...mark 
your calendars now!!!
Mark your calendars now! Because of the great turnout last 
year...the Board has selected the Prairie Band Casino in Mayetta, 
Kansas just north of Topeka again this year. This is the article that 
ran in the last quarter newsletter...however it was discovered that it 
was the same weekend as the Vision show. Many of our members 
who do automotive repair enjoy the advanced training at this event 
so we pushed our event a little later. The new date is April 8 - 10, 
2016

Please make a point to join us. It’s a great room rate at $99. 
Reservations may be made by calling (785) 966-7777 and say you 
are with the Mid-America Tire Dealers Association.

Also be sure to find the applications to nominate the Industry 
Service Award and Employee of the Year Award. It’s a great honor 
for recipients. Nominate someone today.

You will also find the scholarship nomination forms with this 
newsletter. Please pass them out to the kids you know will be 
furthering their education and is connected with our great industry.

Also mark your calendars for the Scholarship Golf Tournament. It is 
scheduled at the Marion Country club for August 27th with a 1:00 
p.m. tee time.

Finally, stay tuned for an updated website for MATDA.org. It’s been 
a long time coming and we are enthusiastic that we will enjoy a 
more 
responsive 
and current 
website. It is 
hoped it will 
be a much 
more useful 
tool for 
members. It 
should be up 
in the next 
few weeks.

http://www.ssala.org
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State Association Goes on Ice, And 
We’re All Poorer For It.
by Jim Smith; Tire Review Sept. 18, 2015

It pained me to hear the news about the New 
Jersey State Tire Dealers Association going on 
hiatus.

Mergers, buyouts and a general lack of interest 
by independent tire dealers in the state 
contributed to NJSTDA president, Al Breese 
informing membership that everything was going 
on ice for the foreseeable future.

No doubt that the recent Mavis Discount Tire 
acquisition of STS Tire played a roll; those were 
a lot of stores in that state. But no association can 
be built on two tire dealers, no matter how large. 
I know there are a lot of tire dealers in New 
Jersey, I just don’t know where they are right 
now.

Perhaps in the future the NJSTDA will restart, 
but that will be based on new members stepping 
up. And, perhaps, that will require the association 
reformulating itself, examine what it brings to the 
table and what that really means to prospective 
dealer members.

Too often I hear that the only things associations 
do are training and government relations, and too 
many dealers pay nothing to gain all of the 
benefit that tire industry associations – from TIA 
down to the NJSTDA – bring in those two 
areas….and many other benefits they don’t even 
consider.

State associations, in particular, have had a tough 
road. Over the past 15 years we have seen 
numerous state groups merge, most recently in 
California where two separate state groups – one 
representing NoCal and the other for dealers in 
SoCal combined to become AllCal.

Getting membership rolls up and active is tough. 
Dealers are busy as hell, as we all are. For state 
and national associations to remain relevant and 
impactful, they need to really, really, really 
consider what they mean to members and non-

members, what they currently have to offer, and 
what more they can provide to an eager audience.

I say “eager” because I still believe that with the 
right recipe, any association can become truly a 
“must-join, must-contribute” venture.

Below are a couple of quotes from letters to the editor in 
the November 2015 MTD magazine.  These came after the 
article last month about the New Jersey association shutting 
down.  

"The value you get from an association is exactly what you 
put into it.  You cannot put a price tag on the relationships 
you develop, the knowledge you get from your peers, or the 
help with legislation at the state level.  The small amount of 
money for dues and the time for an occasional annual 
meeting or golf outing is far outweighed by simply learning 
more about our business, especially as it changes at a rapid 
pace."  John Plumstead, President, Tire Distributors of 
Georgia, Macon & Tifton, GA.

"I joined an association many years ago, but quit because I 
did not see the value at the time.  Years later, I was 
encouraged to join again and decided to get involved and 
participate in some of the services and programs.   I am 
glad I did because about 10 years ago, I was asked to be on 
the association's board.  Not only have I saved a lot of 
money participating in the programs offered, but I have 
also made friendships with other tire dealers across the 
state.  Sharing ideas and methods has offered invaluable 
help in running my business.  Most consulting companies 
charge for this type of service and information.  The 
benefits and services associations provide are enormous 
and invaluable compared to the membership dues paid."  
Richard Leicht, President/Owner, Atlantic Avenue Tire & 
Service, Raleigh, NC.

NEW CONVENTION DATES APRIL 8-10, 2016
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CHAMPLIN TIRE RECYCLING, INC.

800.295.3345
www.champlintirerecycling.com

Tire collection and processing

Trailer placement

Licensed in KS, NE, MO, IA, CO, SD

Used tires

Playground/Landscaping mulch

Recycled picnic tables and park benches
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TIA Legislative Update Dec 7th
CONGRESS PASSES 5-YEAR HIGHWAY 
BILL - TIRE REGISTRATION OUTCOME

The Tire Industry Association reports that 
Congress has passed a five-year, $305 billion 
highway bill. The bill-which spans the longest 
time frame for a transportation measure in 17 
years-provides money for roads and rail projects, 
renews the Export-Import Bank, and restores a 
crop-insurance subsidy. The bill passed on a vote 
of 359-65 in the House and 83-16 in the Senate. 
President Obama signed the bill.

The 1,301 page bill does contain the tire 
registration language but does not include any tax 
increases on the tire industry.

During the conference, the bill was amended and 
does contain TIA's language requiring the 
Secretary of Transportation to conduct a study 
(and to submit it to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation in the Senate and to 
the Committee of Energy and Commerce in the 
H o u s e o f R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ) r e q u i r i n g 
manufacturers to include electronic identification 
on every tire that reflects all of the information 
required in the tire identification number and to 
ensure that the same type and format of electronic 
information technology is used on all tires.

TIA would like to thank its members for the 
tremendous grassroots response on this issue 
which resulted in having language added to the 
bill in conference requiring the Secretary of 
Transportation to conduct a study reviewing 
available technologies on the best way to 
proceed.

The conferees deleted TIA's language that the 
study must be complete before a rule on tire 
registration can be considered. There is also no 
timetable on the study and TIA does not 
understand the logic of deleting the timetable.

The Secretary of Transportation is also directed 
to promulgate rulemaking activity for Tire Fuel 

Efficiency Minimum Performance Standards and 
for Tire Wet Traction Minimum Performance 
Standards. The Secretary of Transportation will 
also be required to establish a publicly available 
and searchable database of tire recall information 
(searchable by Tire Identification Number (TIN) 
and other criteria that assists consumers in 
determining whether a tire is subject to recall).

TIA took the following positions during the 
funding discussions:

                                                                        
  Position                       Outcome

(1) Five-year Federal Aid Highway Bill           
(1) Supported                    Passed

(2) Motor fuel tax increase                              
(2) Opposed                      Rejected

(3) Privatization of highways                           
(3) Opposed                      Rejected

(4) Weight-distance tax                                   
(4) Opposed                      Rejected

(5) Vehicle miles driven tax                            
(5) Opposed                      Rejected

(6) Reinstate the FET on tread rubber              
(6) Opposed                      Rejected

(7) Reinstate the FET on passenger tires          
(7) Opposed                      Rejected

(8) Increase FET on truck tires by 10%            
(8) Opposed                      Rejected

MATDA MISSION
The mission of the MATDA is to promote closer cooperation 
and better understanding between the tire dealers of Kansas, 
Nebraska, and Oklahoma; to provide professional lobbying 
and governmental relations; to
provide effective training and education to enhance 
members’ business acumen and help
them better serve the consumer; to promote public 
understanding of the industry’s concern for the environment, 
and to provide such services and activities that are proper 
and necessary to achieve these mutual goals.

7321 NW Rochester
Topeka, Ks 66617
p 785.286.1110
f  785.286.0611
herrick.shawn@gmail.com
www.matda.org
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Tire Industry Legislative 
Update...continued

TIA took 2 strong positions:

1. Eliminate diversion. We are approaching 
30% of the funds collected for the Highway 
Trust Fund diverted for non-highway purposes.

Result: It is the first highway bill in more than 
17 years to fund highways for five or more 
years.    This stability will be good for State 
DOTs who want to plan major highway and 
bridge projects. Like the previous highway bill 
(MAP-21), this bill focuses the biggest pot of 
money on a program called the National 
Highway Performance Program, which is 
focused on major highways, including the 
47,000 miles of Interstates and another 113,000 
miles of major non-Interstate routes. In terms of 
dollars annual highway funding jumps from the 
current $41 billion (2015) to $47 billion in 
(2020).    The cumulative highway increase is 
over five years is about $20.2 billion. Highway 
program funding under the FAST Act jumps by 
more than 5% in the first fiscal year (2016) and 
then 2.1-2.4% each succeeding year until FY20.  
The growth rate for transit was slightly higher 
as a percentage of the total, in order to 
accommodate competing interests from rural 
"bus" programs and major city heavy rail 
programs.

2. Engage creatively in future highway funding. 
We were an early supporter of legislation 
introduced by Congressman John Delany (D-
MD) "The Partnership to Build America Act" 
which creates an infrastructure bank that would 
be funded by repatriation funds that would take 
place through international tax reform. We 
supported this and other creative funding ideas 
that would not impact taxes in the tire industry.

Result: While some headlines read that the bill 
contains $305 billion in authorized funding, in 
actuality only about $281 billion can be spent 
due to rescissions and unusual budgetary rules 
that limit spending.    This cover 5-years in 
authorized funding for highway, transit, non-
infrastructure safety, and motor carrier safety 
programs. About $225 billion is dedicated to 
highway projects.    About $48.9 billion is for 
transit.    This is about an 82% / 18% split 
between highways and transit.  About $7 billion 
is tacked on for NHTSA and FMCSA. The bill 
includes over $75 billion in revenue increases 
to supplement user fees that fund the program. 

The revenue comes from offsetting cuts, rather 
than traditional tax or user fee increases that 
have traditionally funded the highway program.  
The most significant offset ($53 billion) is a 
drawdown of surplus funds from the Federal 
Reserve Bank. The Federal Reserve is not 
happy with this use of their money. The tolling 
ban on Interstates remained largely intact, 
despite intense lobbying efforts by pro-tolling 
groups.  There were some minor concessions to 
tolling groups but toll opponents are generally 
pleased. The 1,301-page bill, paid for with 
existing gas tax revenue and a package of $70 
billion in offsets from other areas of the federal 
budget, calls for spending over the next five 
years that does not include any tax increases.

TIA thanks all the grassroots efforts from our 
members who helped defeat potential tax 
increases. Earlier this year, TIA held a lobby 
day that focused on the highway bill. TIA is 
pleased that Congress listened to the concerns 
of the industry on funding transportation using 
creative spending techniques and avoiding tax 
increases. 
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At the Local Level

In Kansas during the 2016 legislative session, it is 
expected a bill will be introduced by request of the 
Kansas Department of Health and Environment. 

On November 17th Gary Mason, KDHE Deputy 
Secretary for Environment, John Mitchell, KDHE 
Environment Director, and Bill Bider, Director of 
the Bureau of Waste Management requested a 
meeting with the MATDA.

Justin Glasgow, MATDA Past President and Board 
member attended the meeting Shawn Herrick, 
MATDA Executive Director. 

It was understood the decision has been made to 
ask for legislation to eliminate the waste tire 
program in Kansas and to reduce the excise tax to 
15¢ from the current 25¢.

It was understood that several reasons prompted 
the idea:

1. An overall effort to reduce boards in 
government. (referring to the Governor’s Solid 
Waste Advisory Board. The waste tire grant 
program is managed by this board and MATDA 
has had a representative sitting for many years)

2. A belief that this program is not part of the 
KDHE mission.

3. A belief that the waste tire grant program is low 
priority for limited KDHE staff time.

Because of this plan KDHE, at this time, does not 
intend to proceed with the 2015 Grant program 
despite over $700,000 in the fund. 

The grants generally award $350,000 to $450,000 
each year.

If passed the lower level 15¢ excise tax collected 
would be used for administrative purposes. Until 
such time the fund continues to collect the tax. It is 
unclear where the money will be used that has 
accumulated.

What is “virtual estate” planning?

There’s a piece of the overall estate planning 
process that few think about or may even be aware 
of: planning the
handling of their “virtual estate.”
If you’re part of the majority of Americans who 
use the Internet for everything from banking to 
shopping to
socializing, you have virtual estate, because these 
activities require digital accounts complete with a 
user name and
password.
If something should happen to you, what happens 
to your digital accounts? Who has access? If your 
family wants to
preserve or download the content, will they be 
able to? Would you want them to? Even with your 
user IDs and
passwords, accessing a deceased person’s online 
accounts may violate service agreements or state 
or federal law.
Today, only seven states have passed laws related 
to digital assets.
Currently, you do have a few ways to plan for your 
heirs’ access to your virtual estate.
Check website policies. Some automatically close 
or delete inactive accounts. Others disable an 
account upon
request by the family or executor.
Compile a list of user names and passwords. Then 
store on a flash drive or print, and keep in a safe 
place. Don’t
include this information in your will, since a will 
becomes public record during probate.
Leave instructions. While there’s no guarantee 
your heirs or executor will be able to follow them, 
make your wishes
known on how you would like each account 
handled.
Commercial digital asset services. These service 
companies often allow you to name a designated 
beneficiary to
whom your account information will be released 
upon proof of your death.
Taking time to consider your virtual estate now 
can save your loved ones significant time and 
frustration later.
* All
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