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Greetings! 
     Wow, what a great convention in Amelia! I have heard nothing 
but positive comments from both dealers and suppliers alike. A 
big thanks to Sean Plumstead and Stacy Jarrett for making it hap-
pen.  It was good to welcome Patti (Renner) Hoying from Tire Re-
view to join us.  
     Congratulations are in order to our scholarship winners: Laura 
Lee Miller, Leah Garrison, Hannah Garrison, and Garrett Knight. 
Our foundation has given $248,500 to worthy scholarship winners 
to date. Just think of the number of lives that have been impacted 
over the years by our organization through scholarships alone! 
The GTDRA Foundation was started with the first donation by this 
year’s Hall of Fame recipient, Gary Waters! 
   Gary opened Dependable Tire in Lithia Springs when he was on-
ly 20 years old. He later went to work for Yokohama Tire as a 
Southeast Regional Representative selling tubes. That led to the 
founding of Parrish Tire.  After managing the company for 30 
years, he retired in 2015. Gary loves to fish and strongly believes 
in education. 
    Go ahead and put next year’s convention on your calendar.  It 
will be at the Omni Amelia Island Plantation again and will be held 
July 26-28, 2019. Be thinking of who you would like to nominate 
for the GTDRA Hall of Fame. See you in July! 
 
Thanks,  
Larry Bush 
Larry Bush's Riverside Tire 
 

PRESIDENT’S  CORNER 
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GOLF TOURNAMENT 

Amelia River Golf Club 

Teams played on Friday morning at the beautiful Amelia River Golf Club.   
6 teams.  24 golfers.  Congratulations to Tee Weldon - closest to the hole.  And to Brett Battle - longest drive. 

Winners received gift certificates and prizes at the Friday night reception.   
A big THANK YOU goes out to Rob Miller for organizing the event! 

SPORTING CLAYS 

Amelia Shotgun Sports 

The First Annual GTDRA Sporting Clays event took place at the Amelia Shotgun Sports Club. 
9 shooters.  1 volunteer scorekeeper.  Congratulations to Dana Williams, Travis Hicks, and Shane Davis who all received prizes! 

THANK YOU Steve Dillingham for organizing the event! 
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THANK YOU! 
Georgia Independent Tire Dealers 

For Your Business 

Carlos Arguello  
Passenger and Light Truck 
CArguello@Falkentire.com 

Mobile (813) 781-1990 
 

Timothy Hutchison 
Commercial Tires 

thutchison@falkentire.com 
Mobile (909) 727-2086 

 

We appreciate you and can support you  
through the following people 

mailto:CArguello@Falkentire.com
mailto:thutchison@falkentire.com


 
 

 

4 

FRIDAY NIGHT RECEPTION 

Sunrise Café & Terrace 
Hors d’oeuvres and beverages were enjoyed at the Sunrise Café. 

The Association welcomed Tee Weldon from Federated Insurance and Patti Renner Hoying from Tire 
Review for informative educational sessions.  The group enjoyed a wonderful breakfast buffet. 

 

Federated Insurance 
Tee Weldon 

“Marketing Representative” 
Cyber Shield 

SATURDAY EDUCATIONAL SESSIONS 

 

Tire Review & TireReview.com 
Patti (Renner) Hoying 

“Editor”  
Panel Discussion 

 
 

Data breach prevention tips and ways to minimize your risk of  
becoming a victim of costly and time-consuming cyber-crime. 

Top tire dealers to uncover best practices, advice and  
recommendations when it comes to the many aspects of owning 

and operating a successful and profitable business. 
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SATURDAY NIGHT BANQUET 

Cumberland Room 
A variety of banquet food stations were available to guests.  The menu included salad, sushi, roast 
prime rib, roasted turkey breast, potatoes, and a fabulous nitro ice cream station.  Attendees were 

encouraged to bid on the many available Silent Auction items throughout the evening.  After dinner, 
President Larry Bush presented Lowell Tench a plaque for completing his three-year term on the 

Board of Directors.  Nathan Keaton and Bubba East were also acknowledged for serving their three-
year terms.  Larry then recognized Sean Plumstead as the recipient of the President’s Keystone 

Award for his exemplary service to the Association.  Tony Sexton asked each of the 2018 Scholar-
ship winners to come forward and be recognized while receiving their Scholarship Certificates.  Tony 
Sexton and Scott Beasley initiated a scholarship pledge drive for the Scholarship Foundation.  A total 
of $16,050 was raised!  A record high!   Amy and Randy Keith had the crowd clapping and singing 

along with their dueling piano act.  Lastly, winners of the Silent Auction bids were announced.  
Guests left with wonderful items - Braves tickets, a variety of awesome coolers, a Fitbit, corhhole 

boards & bags, golf clubs and golf bags, lobster dinners, UGA tickets, and a gift certificate for a two-
night’s stay at this wonderful venue, the Omni Amelia Island resort.   

Thanks to all the Board Members and other Suppliers who generously  
donated items for the Silent Auction! 
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SATURDAY NIGHT BANQUET 

SUNDAY BOARD MEETING & ANNUAL MEETING 

A quarterly Board of Directors meeting as well as the Annual Meeting took place.   
New Directors were announced and given the oath of office.   

Thanks to Lowell Tench, Bubba East, and Nathan Keaton for completing their three-year Board of 
Directors terms.  Also, thanks to Lowell Tench who agreed to  

serve another three-year term.  A special welcome goes out to Craig Roll, Tire Dealer Pro-
cessing, who is the newest Board of Director member. 
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2018 GTDRA FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 

LAURA LEE MILLER LEAH GARRISON 
 

HANNAH GARRISON 
 

GARRETT KNIGHT 
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800-877-2431 

Nathan Keaton 

215 Avenue C 

Carrollton, GA 30117 

Wholesale Distributor 
• Exclusive Marketing Areas 

• Complete Product Lines 

• High Performance Tires 

• Truck, Passenger, OTR, Farm 

• Extended Terms 
• More Than Competitive Pricing 
 

 
 

Serving Georgia’s Tire Dealers - Wholesale direct to the dealers 
Macon, Ga            Tifton, Ga         Statesboro, Ga 

 
  478-745-1975  229-386-1888   912-259-9600 

Celebrating 15 
Years of servicing 
the Independent 

Tire Dealer! 
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BANQUET ENTERTAINMENT 

Amy and Randy Keith Dueling Pianos 

THANKS to all of the Volunteers for their Participation! 

 

Amy and Randy Keith are Florida's hot young dueling 
piano couple.  They have both been performing their 

entire lives, Randy as a dueling piano entertainer since 
2004, and Amy joining him as the team in 2013. They 

have traveled the world with their interactive show, 
bringing joy with their music to their audiences. 
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IMPORTANT:  SAVE THE DATES! 

2019 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
 

July 26 - 28, 2019                       
Omni Amelia Island Plantation Resort  

 

Mark your calendars now for next year’s Georgia Tire Dealers & Retreaders Association  
Annual Conference!  Meet other business owners and vendors in the Tire Industry! 

Enjoy a long weekend with your family! 
Registration and Sponsorship information coming soon! 

 



2018 ANNUAL CONFERENCE SPONSORS 

Platinum 
 

Advance Auto Parts 
Falken Tire 

Federated Insurance 
Joe Costa & Associates, Inc 

Titan International 
Treadmaxx Tire Distributors 

 

Gold 
 

Carroll Tire 
Tire Distributors of Georgia 

 

Silver 
 

American Tire Distributors 
Michelin Tire Corporation 

Mohawk Rubber Sales 
Parrish Tire Company 

Rush Truck Center 
Tube and Solid Tire LTD 

 

Bronze 
 

Cooper Tire & Rubber Company 

 
 


